GLOSSARY OF TERMS

This glossary is provided to define and clarify terms and phrases that may appear in your inspection report.

ABS - Black plastic pipe and fittings. Generally used in waste water and drainage systems. Popular for new residential construction and
= remodeling.

AIR CONDITIONING - The process of treating air to control its temperature, humidity, cleanliness and distribution.

AIR FILTER - A furnace filter installed in line with the cold air return which filters out dust and debris and prevents its re-entry into the
occupied interior.

AIR RETURN - A furnace duct through which interior air returns to the furmace. The cool air is circulated through the heat exchanger,
warmed, and redistributed through the ducts.

AIR POCKET/BLISTER - A bubble in the roofing surface formed by water vapor expanding between the layers of a built-up roofing mem-
brane. This condition can reduce the useful life of the roofing surface and is conducive to moisture penetration and subsequent leakage.

ALUMINUM WIRING - A type of conductor used to carry current. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has determined that aluminum
wiring used in 120 Volt light and outlet circuits can be hazardous and a cause of fire. A failure can occur because aluminum wire behaves
differently than copper wire when current fravels through the conductor. An aluminum wire will expand and contract more than a copper wire. The
expansion and contraction can result in loose connections. The loose connections can oxidize. The loose, oxidized connections can spark or
overheat when current flows to the connection. The spark or overheating can cause a fire. This potential problem has nothing to do with the wires
in the walls, floors or ceilings. This problem occurs only at the connections. It is possible to control and repair this condition. Typically, aluminum
is no longer used in the individual branch lighting and le circuits. It is still commonly used and approved to bring power to a structure and
to energize the distribution panels as well as power the individual appliance circuits. Aluminum wire should only be connected to listed and rated
devices (breakers, outlets, swilches, efc.). Additionally, these devices should have an anti-oxidant installed to cover the connections.

AMP - Short for Amperes. A measure of the amount of electrical current going through a circuit at any given time.
ANCHOR BOLT - A threaded bolt, usually embedded in a foundation, for securing a sill, framewark, or machinery.
ANGLE STOP - A shut-off valve arranged in a 90-degree configuration. It is used to shut off the flow of water to a fixture.

ANTI-SIPHON VALVE - A device installed on irrigation piping designed to prevent the drawing of contaminated ground water into the
domestic water supply system.

ASBESTOS - Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fiber extensively used in construction. Nearly every building contains asbestos in

“— some form. It may be found in vinyl flooring, patching compounds and textured paints, sprayed acoustic ceilings, acoustic ceiling tiles,

stove insulation, fumace insulation, pipe insulation, wall and ceiling insulation, roofing shingles and siding as well as appliances. Exposure

to asbestos can be a serious threat to one's health. There are a number of choices available for dealing with asbestos. They include

leaving it alone, encapsulation and abatement. Removal of this material is a specialized procedure and should be attempted ﬂnlylﬂy a

gualilied and licensed expert. Information regarding identification of asbestos, its hazards and safe removal may be obtained from the U.S.
onsumer Product Safety Commission, Environmental Protection Agency and other governmental agencies.

AUTOMATIC SAFETY CONTROLS - Devices designed and installed to protect systems and components from excessively high or low
pressures and/or temperatures, excessive electrical current, loss of water, loss of ignition, fuel leaks, fire, freezing, or other unsafe
conditions.

AUTOMATIC GARAGE DOOR OPERATOR DOES NOT REVERSE - The garage door was tested and did not automatically reverse. This
indicates that the door opener does not have an auto-reverse mechanism, it is broken or it needs adjustment. We recommend that the
opener be modified, replaced or adjusted as necessary.

BALLOON FRAMING - A type of framing system where the studs extend from the sill to the roof.
BLOWER - A fan in a furnace or air conditioning unit which blows air through ducts.

BLOWER BEARINGS WORN - The forced-air furnace fan hearini?s are worn. The fan bearings should be lubricated if possible. Damaged
bearings may need to be replaced. It is possible that the fan itself may need replacement.

BOILER - A heating device which heats hot water or creates steam for circulation in heating pipes, radiators, baseboards or convectors.
BOILER LEAKS - Boiler leaks must be repaired or there may be a loss of heat and the boiler may be damaged beyond repair.

BRASS GAS CONNECTOR - Brass is made of zinc and copper. The sulfur in the natural gas reacts with the copper and can cause the
piping to become brittle, deteriorate and leak. We recommend that this tubing be removed and replaced with an approved gas supply
connector.

BREAKER BRIDGE MISSING - A 240 volt double pole breaker installed without a bridge between the two pole handles. We recommend
that this breaker be bridged. This will insure that all of the power is shut off to this circuit if the overcurrent protection device is tripped.

BRIDGING - Short, structural members crisscrossed between floor or ceiling joists to provide reinforcement and distribution of stress.

BRITTLE SURFACE - The roofing surface is briftle and subject to breakage. This condition is an indication of age and suggests that the
roofing surface is near the end of its useful life.

BROKEN/FRAYED SASH CORDS - The cords along each side of a double hung window which are attached to counter weights in the
wall. The sash cords hold the window open. The window will not stay open by itself if they are broken. Frayed sash cords are likely to
break. These sash cords should be replaced to ensure that the windows remain operable.






